
2017
ANNUAL REPORT
OFFICE OF CAMPUS 
SUSTAINABILITY



The Annual Campus Sustainability 

Report showcases the collaborative 

stories and actions of the Georgia 

Tech community that accelerate 

progress toward a sustainable 

campus. The report highlights 

what is achieved when the campus 

community works together and 

demonstrates many of the innovative 

ideas necessary to attain a more 

just, healthy, and environmentally 

responsible future. To find out more 

about what Georgia Tech is doing 

to advance sustainability, and how 

to contribute to and engage in the 

journey, visit sustain.gatech.edu.
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“At its most basic 
definition, the  

Eco-Commons is a 
creative plan to reduce 

stormwater run-off from 
campus by 50%” 

said Jason Gregory, senior educational 
facilities planner with Capital Planning 

and Space Management.



22017 Annual Report   |

If you were to step back in time 200 years ago you 
would see a very different campus landscape than the 
one we see today. Instead of a network of buildings and 
pavement, you would see streams and native habitats. 
This landscape worked to protect the environment: plants 
filtered out pollutants before they entered our waterways, 
the terrain slowed water as it moved across the land 
preventing erosion, and habitats supported diverse bird 
and wildlife populations. 

The natural streams that characterized this area 200 years 
ago have long since been buried and channeled into 
pipes, and with them have gone the natural protections to 
our environment. In a landscape covered with impervious 
surfaces, water flows across parking lots, streets, 
sidewalks, and roofs directly into the sewer system. This 
runoff can overflow our stormwater system, flooding our 
community and harming our rivers, streams, lakes, and 
coastal waters. 

While the benefits of the historic waterway system that 
once existed where Georgia Tech sits today are clear, 
exposing these historic streams would be costly and 
impractical; hence, campus planners conceived the 
concept of the Eco-Commons. The Eco-Commons is 
a green infrastructure project designed to recreate the 
beneficial functions of historic streams and associated 
habitats on campus. 

The construction of the Eco-Commons is an active and 
ongoing process. The Eco-Commons will include a 
network of open space providing habitat and recreation 
space. This will include a large water retention pond near 
the Roger A. and Helen B. Krone Engineered Biosystems 
Building as well as wetlands and woodlands outside the 
Kendeda Building for Innovative Sustainable Design. In 
addition to the more natural features included in the  

For the tenth year, Georgia Tech was 
recognized for its commitment to 
maintaining a healthy tree canopy by 
the Arbor Day Foundation through 
Tree Campus USA. This program 
celebrates schools who promote 
healthy trees and engage the broader 
campus community in the spirit of 
conservation. Tree Campus USA 
recognized schools must have a tree 
advisory committee, maintain a tree 
care plan, dedicate expenditures to 
tree care programs, observe Arbor 
Day, and sponsor student-led service 
learning projects. Further, in 2016, 
Georgia Tech’s campus was designed 
as a Level II Arboretum. More 
information: arboretum.gatech.edu

Bringing the Past Back: The Eco-Commons at Georgia Tech

Bringing the Past Back:  
The Eco-Commons at Georgia TechTM

http://arboretum.gatech.edu
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GEORGIA TECH 
HONORED WITH 
PRESTIGIOUS 
LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES 
ACCREDITATION
 
In fiscal year 2017, 
Georgia Tech achieved 
a 3-Star rating from the 
Professional Grounds 
Management Society’s 
Landscape Management 
and Operations 
Accreditation. This 
accreditation highlights 
the Landscape Services 
Program’s commitment 
to sustainable practices.

(cont.) Eco-Commons, man-made systems will be used to maximize 
the impact. For example, cisterns will store stormwater to be used 
to flush toilets and for irrigation. Water infiltration cells, which slowly 
release water to the ground, will rebuild groundwater reservoirs.
 
The Institute’s approach to stormwater management, including the 
Eco-Commons project, goes well beyond the basic requirement 
of the City of Atlanta, demonstrating Georgia Tech’s leadership in 
sustainability. The Institute seeks to capture, reuse, infiltrate, or 
evaporate the volume of water produced during a 1.2 inch rain event. 
This number is significant. To put it in context, 85 percent of the 
rainfall events that occur in an average year in Georgia will have a 
rainfall depth of 1.2 inches or less. This goal, when realized, will result 
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in the collection of a volume of water four times greater 
than that which would be realized if the City of Atlanta’s 
minimum stormwater regulations were followed. The 
reduction in stormwater volume reaching the wastewater 
treatment plant is expected to save the City $120,000 
annually. 

The Eco-Commons is one example of how Georgia 
Tech is creating the next innovative, efficient, and, most 
importantly, an impactful approach to water management 
on campus. For more information on the Eco-Commons, 
visit space.gatech.edu/landscape-master-plan.

Georgia Tech demonstrates its commitment 
to reducing water use by utilizing collected 
rainwater, as opposed to municipal water, 
where possible on campus. For example, 
the Campanile fountain runs entirely on 
rainwater that is stored in the 1.4 million-
gallon capacity cistern under Tech Green.

http://space.gatech.edu/landscape-master-plan
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Eating Locally at 
Georgia Tech
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THE FARM SHARE 
 
The Farm Share is a six-month 
subscription to sustainably-grown, 
local farm foods delivered twice a 
month to Georgia Tech.

Eating Locally at Georgia Tech

What we eat matters. Our everyday food choices have an 
enormous impact on our health and on the environment. 
In traveling from farm to fork, food production, processing, 
and transport generate greenhouse gas emissions, 
pollute our waterways with nutrients and chemicals, and 
impair biodiversity. Fortunately, even small changes in 
what we buy and consume can have a big impact. By 
eating less meat, consuming more fruits and vegetables, 
buying organic or sustainably grown foods, and eating 
locally grown food, we can reduce the harm our food 
consumption has on the environment.

In 2017, to increase the availability of local, sustainable 
produce available to staff, students, and faculty, Georgia 
Tech partnered with The Common Market to bring the 
Farm Share program to campus. The Common Market – a 
mission-driven, non-profit food distributor – partners with 
more than thirty local, sustainable, family farms to connect 
their fresh foods with schools, hospitals, community 
organizations, and other institutions around Atlanta. The 
Common Market strives to improve food security, farm 
viability, and community and ecological health.

“Working with the Common Market on the farm share 
program has proven to be a fantastic way to engage 
students, faculty, and staff in campus sustainability, with 
a focus on employee and student health as well as local 
foods,” said Malte Weiland, sustainability project manager 
with Student Services. “The Common Market immediately 
provides access to local farms with whom our campus 
community would otherwise not be connected.”

During its first season on campus, 30 staff, students, 
and faculty participated in the Farm Share. During its 
second season, the number of participants rose to 50. 
Currently, Georgia Tech has the highest participation 
of any of the Common Market’s Farm Share sites! 
Georgia Tech participants have purchased 7,800 
pounds of high-quality, fresh, local food from twenty-
two producers since May of 2017. This translates to 
$19,900 dollars reinvested in the local food economy. 
The program will continue in the summer of 2018. 
Those interested in participating can sign up to receive 
more information at sustain.gatech.edu/farmshare.

WEST GEORGIA FARMERS’ 
COOPERATIVE 
 
In 2017, twenty-two percent of the Farm Share’s 
fruits and vegetables came from the West Georgia 
Farmers’ Cooperative, a group of seven sustainable 

farms in southwest Georgia operated by African 
American veteran farmers transitioning into the field 
of sustainable agriculture.

http://sustain.gatech.edu/farmshare
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STUDENTS ORGANIZING FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY

Those interested in growing their own 
food or becoming involved in the urban 
agriculture community can get involved 
on campus through Georgia Tech’s 
Community Garden. The garden, run by 
Students Organizing for Sustainability 
(S.O.S), offers small plots for individual 
or group use and hosts work days for 
garden-wide improvement projects. This 
past year, S.O.S received a Greenovation 
grant from the Student Government 
Association’s Sustainability Committee 
to make the garden a gathering spot on 
campus. For more information, visit  
sos.gtorg.gatech.edu. 

http://sos.gtorg.gatech.edu
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FY
15

FY
16

FY
17

• $382,433  • $68,838

• $668,902  • $834,249

TOTAL SPENT: $7,648,678

30%
GOAL

TOTAL SPENT: $7,515,758

TOTAL SPENT: $7,745,446

• $766,799  • $1,045,635

•  Local •  3rd Party

Georgia Tech is committed to 
reducing the environmental 
impacts associated with food 
production and consumption. 
As such, the Institute has 
established the sustainability 
goal of having 30 percent 
of total annual food and 
beverage expenditures locally 
sourced or third party certified 
in sustainability. In the last 
several years, Georgia Tech has 
increased the percent spent 
on both local and third party 
certified food and beverages. 

KUDZU-LOVING SHEEP MAKE A 
COMEBACK APPEARANCE

In fiscal year 2017, Landscape Services 
reintroduced its eco-friendly system for cutting 
back on invasive kudzu – by bringing in sheep. 
For the third year running, the sheep were brought 
in to graze areas of campus where the invasive 
vegetation grows. The grazing sheep deplete the 
root reserves of the kudzu which keeps the plant 
from growing and prevents the need for pesticides. 

Data Source: Georgia Tech Dining Services

Eating Locally and Sustainably
Dollars spent on local and/or sustainable food and beverages.
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Putting the Sting 
in Composting

WASTE DIVERSION AT GEORGIA TECH

Georgia Tech is learning from pilot efforts, such 
as those at West Village, and making strides 
in achieving the campus-wide goal of being a 
zero-waste campus. Currently, approximately 
44 percent of waste created at Georgia Tech is 
being diverted from landfills. This number includes 
municipal recycling, compost, construction waste, 
landscape waste, and donated goods. 

Putting the Sting in Composting

FY
17

FY
16

FY
15

21%21%

9%79%

2626%

4%74%

4444%

6%56%

Recycled & Donated Land�lled

Nationwide, 35 percent of waste that is sent to the 
landfill is comprised of food and food related organics 
that could have been composted instead. The 
sustainable management of this waste stream, through 
composting, represents an enormous opportunity 
for Georgia Tech. One that would yield significant 
environmental benefits and set Georgia Tech on track 
to achieve its goal of zero-waste by diverting 95 
percent of municipal waste stream from the landfill.
 
For many years, Georgia Tech Dining has been 
composting food waste collected from the kitchens 
of its dining halls across campus. In 2017 alone, 
Georgia Tech Dining composted more than 400 
tons of food waste. This service, however, was not 
available to the broader campus community. 2017 
marked an important milestone in Georgia Tech’s 
effort to achieve zero waste, with the opening of 
West Village Dining Commons. Under the Student 
Center’s leadership, West Village is the first building 
on campus to provide composting to building users. 
 

Knowing composting would be a new practice for many 
students, staff, and faculty, the Student Center partnered 
with Campus Services, the Office of Campus Sustainability, 
and Facilities Management to ensure that the introduction 
of composting practices at West Village was a success. 
West Village was outfitted with specialized waste bins and 
signage modeled after a national standard. Further, the 
group worked with Georgia Tech Dining and Panera Bread 
in the planning stages to ensure that as much of the food 
packaging as possible could be composted after its use. 
 
It was the work of the team of volunteer Compost 
Ambassadors, however, who had the biggest impact. 
The Compost Ambassadors were a group of 60 students 
and staff who, for two weeks, volunteered to stand in 
front of compost bins to help visitors understand how to 
properly sort their waste. The Compost Ambassadors also 
shared buttons and positive messaging to West Village 
dining patrons.  As a result of these efforts, according 
to measurements taken during waste audits, 67 percent 
of materials from West Village are being diverted. 
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Energy reduction is key to a sustainable 

campus. Not only does using less energy result 

in a reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions 

but it also saves Georgia Tech money through 

lower energy bills. The combined environmental 

and economic benefits of reducing our 

energy use inspired the creation of the 

Infrastructure Investment Fund, managed 

and overseen by Facilities Management. 

This initiative provides financial resources 

to energy saving projects on campus.

“Early projects in the Infrastructure Investment 

Fund assessed the energy usage of buildings 

through the installation of meters,” said 

Ben Mason, associate director of Building 

Engineering and Energy Strategy. “Prior to 

this, many of the older buildings on campus 

did not have individual energy metering and 

there was no reliable way of knowing how 

much energy each building was using.” 

From both an efficiency and productivity 

model, the metering allowed for the 

identification of those buildings that used 

the most energy— the “energy hogs.”

SUSTAINABLE  
PARKING DECKS

One feature of campus that is 
realizing the benefits of reduced 
energy use is the parking deck. The 
parking decks at Georgia Tech are 
currently being converted to LED 
lighting systems. It is expected that 
this seemingly small step will result 
in utility savings of $275,000 a year 
and maintenance savings of $35,000 
a year once all of the lighting 
projects are completed. 

Preparing for 
the Future:  
The Infrastructure 
Investment Fund

Mason added that knowing this information has enabled 
engineers and technicians to identify projects to address high 
consumption—both reducing the energy and achieving the best 
return on investment of financial resources.

Infrastructure Investment Fund projects have made great strides 
through reaching “low-hanging fruit,” or tackling projects that 
were easily accomplished with immediate results. In addition to 
metering, this has included: 

 » Improving the HVAC systems in the Scheller College of 
Business and Campus Recreation Center,

 » Installing more efficient valves to improve the campus district 
chilled water loop efficiency, and

 » Installing lighting retrofits in several buildings by converting to 
LED fixtures where feasible. 

Each of these projects resulted in savings for the Institute and 
reduced our carbon footprint.

“An idea is just an idea until you have the means to accomplish 
it,” added Mason. 

The Infrastructure Investment Fund accelerates projects at 
Georgia Tech with real sustainability impacts, bringing the great 
ideas of its staff to reality.
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Governor’s Energy Challenge

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
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Base Year Governor’s Consumption Target
15% reduction by 2020

ENERGY SHOWCASE 

Through commitments to energy reduction 
and efficiency, Georgia Tech is on track to 
meet the Governor’s Consumption Target 
of reducing BTUs per square foot by 15 
percent by 2020.

Data Source: Georgia Tech Facilities Management
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Biking at  
Georgia Tech
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SUSTAINABLE TRANSIT

According to survey data, 52 percent 
of the student population and 25 
percent of staff and faculty used 
sustainable forms of transit like car 
pools, public transit, biking, and 
walking in 2017. It is Georgia Tech’s 
goal to see 90 percent of students 
and 50 percent of staff/faculty utilizing 
sustainable transit options by 2030. 
The following graph showcases a 
breakdown of transit use for the 
Georgia Tech community among 
those surveyed. 

Georgia Tech is committed to offering a variety of 
sustainable transit options for its students, faculty, and 
staff. This commitment is apparent in the bicycling 
infrastructure on campus. Protected and designated 
bike lanes, fix-it stations, and bike racks are added with 
bicyclists in mind. In 2017, Georgia Tech partnered with 
the PATH Foundation to open a 1.5 mile bike pathway 
on the western edge of campus. This protected lane was 
ranked number one on a People for Bikes’ list of Best 
New Bikeways in American in 2017. In recognition of the 
Institute’s efforts, Georgia Tech was awarded a gold-level 
Bicycle Friendly University award from the League of 
American Bicyclists. 

Bicycle Infrastructure Improvement Committee
Much of Georgia Tech’s success in creating its bicycle 
infrastructure can be attributed to the work of a volunteer 
committee of students, faculty, and staff. The Bicycle 
Infrastructure Improvement Committee (BIIC) was 
formed in 2010 by the Student Government Association 
to bring together students and staff to improve 
bicycle infrastructure, secure funding for infrastructure 
improvements, and create new programs to support a 
bicycle culture on campus. This group worked in 2015 to 
create the Campus Bicycle Master Plan, which lays out 
the goals and priorities for campus. To learn more or join 
BIIC, visit bike.gatech.edu. Access the Campus Bicycle 
Master Plan online, b.gatech.edu/2sn9A5e

Keeping Cyclists Safe
To ensure the safety of campus cyclists, the Georgia 
Tech Police Department and Georgia Tech Parking and 
Transportation have come together to offer a free, one-
hour class each month on bicycle safety. Topics in the 
course include road safety, laws and policies regarding 
biking on and around campus, and general bike set-up and 
maintenance. The class atmosphere is friendly and open 
to questions. As the miles of bike lanes on campus and in 
Atlanta increase, more and more people are hopping on 
a bike. Cyclists who are safe and conscientious of their 
surroundings do their part to contribute to a bike friendly 
campus. To attend a class, check out pts.gatech.edu. 
 
Bike Share
Introduced on campus in 2016, the Relay Bike Share 
program provides a quick and easy way for individuals to 
rent bicycles in a hurry. The convenience of the program 
is paired with the affordable rates available for Georgia 
Tech students. Participants are able to rent a bike at six 
different locations throughout campus and can return the 
bike to any of the 65 stations throughout the city. Biking 
provides an easy way to navigate the city without the 
hassle of a personal car or the need to wait on public 
transportation. Furthermore, the blue Relay Bikes serve as 
an easy way to be introduced to cycling in the city, which 
can spur on personal bike purchases and then grow the 
community of commuter bikers. For more information, visit 
relaybikeshare.com.

Biking at Georgia Tech

Total Surveyed: 713  /  343 Student Body  /  370 Faculty & Staff

•
Student Body

•  

Faculty & Staff Member

Sustainable
Transit Goal

50%590%%

http://www.space.gatech.edu/sites/default/files/documents/GT%20Campus%20Bicycle%20Master%20Plan_lowres1.pdf
http://bike.gatech.edu
http://b.gatech.edu/2sn9A5e
http://pts.gatech.edu
http://relaybikeshare.com
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The Kendeda Building for  
Innovative Sustainable Design

In fall of 2017, Georgia Tech’s 
Kendeda Building for Innovative 
Sustainable Design officially 
launched, marking the beginning of 
the building’s construction phase. 
The Kendeda Building for Innovative 
Sustainable Design will be the first 
Living Building Challenge 3.1-certified 
facility of its size and function in 
the Southeast. The project is made 
possible by a generous donation from 
The Kendeda Fund, who is providing 
$25 million to fund 100 percent of 
the design and construction costs of 
the project as well as an additional 
$5 million to support programming 
activities. Michael Bryan, a student 
assistant with the Office of Campus 
Sustainability, spoke at the launch 
event on behalf of the student body 
of Georgia Tech. See next page for 
the transcript of his speech.

In 2017, the Office of Campus Sustainability led a campus community outreach campaign 
to solicit feedback on the Strategic Plan for Sustainable Practice. With over 600 responders 
and 1,500 comments, staff, students, and faculty voiced their opinion on Georgia Tech’s 
sustainability goals. The Office of Campus Sustainability received enormous support for 
increased recycling infrastructure, the expansion of composting, improved green spaces, and 
increased community engagement. This feedback will be included in the final version of the 
Strategic Plan for Sustainable Practice, to be released in summer of 2018.
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